Clinical effectiveness of processed and unprocessed bone.
Bone allografts have been used clinically for a number of years. Understanding the biology of bone healing and the impact that bone banking has on this helps to improve the methodologies used in increasing the quality and safety of banked bone. Banked bone in its various forms has been used in a variety of surgical procedures, and although there is no doubt that it is clinically effective, most of the studies have been retrospective and non-randomized. The review attempts to summarize some of the data in this area and highlights some of the difficulties encountered in such work. Although there is no doubt that bone banking is nowadays better controlled, there are ever-increasing pressures to produce bone that is as safe as possible with the least impact on its effectiveness. This can only be achieved if the requirements of the providers and users of bone are better understood.